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A LETTER OF DON ANTONIO F. CORONEL TO FATHER 
J. ADAM ON THE FOUNDING OF THE PUEBLO OF 
LOS ANGELES AND THE BUILDING OF THE 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE AN- 
GELS, WilTH A TRANSLATION 
AND CORRECTIONS 

BY GEORGE BUTLER GRIFFEN 

To Rev. Father J. Adam — 

The pueblo of Nuestra Senora de los Angeles was founded on 
4th of September, 1781, by twelve settlers with their families, com- 
prising forty-six persons. The land set apart to these settlers by 
Josje Arguello and two witnesses — Feliz and Cota — was situated 
north of the actual church of our Lady of Angels, between the streets 
called now upper Main, Marchessault and Buenavista, forming a 
square called "plaza real" [royal square, or principal square. — G. B. 
G] The east side of said square was reserved for public buildings 
and the chapel. For the solemnities of the day a temporary shelter 
of boughs was erected. There a solemn mass was said by the 
minister of San Gabriel, with the aid of the choristers and mu- 
sicians of said mission. There was a salvo of carabines, and a 
procession, with a cross, candlesticks and the standard with the 
image of Our Lady of Angels, which the women carried. This 
procession made a circuit of the plaza, the priest blessing the plaza 
and the building lots distributed. 

In 1782 the government commissioned Moraga to give the set- 
tlers formal possession, and at this time there were some huts of poles 
wattled with mud and thatched with straw. 

By December, 1784 [I think it is. — G. B. G] there had been 
built a chapel of adobe, some 25 feet wide and 30 long, thatched 
with straw. By 1789 it was roofed with brea. On the southern 
side of this chapel was built a little room which served for a sa- 
cristy, and where the priest took his chocolate after mass. Between 
the years 1812 and 1815 were constructed the actual church of Our 
Lady of Angels, the cemetery alongside of it, and a little later the 
priest's residence, consisting of three rooms, and a kitchen, and a 
back yard surrounded by an adobe wall. 

For many years there was no parish priest, and the father of 



A LETTER OF DON ANTONIO F. CORONEL 125 

the mission of San Gabriel held religious services from time to time, 
and he had charge of the registers of weddings, baptisms and in- 
terments. The appointment of the first parish priest of the church 
should be of record in the archives of this diocese. 

I suppose you are aware that all the first missions were founded 
by the construction of a palisade about a square, strongly built in 
order to serve as a rampart against the attacks of Indians. Within 
this palisade were built the church, or chapel, a domicile for the 
fathers, barracks for the soldiers of the guard and their families, 
granaries, corrales and rooms for the artisans — all this of poles, 
mud and straw. Later these establishments were made on a grand 
scale, requiring years for construction. Generally these were erected 
in different places from those occupied by the first establishment; 
for this reason there are various places called "mision vieja" [old 
mission. — G. B. G.]. 

I suppose also that you will not forget, in your historic rela- 
tion, to enhance the merits and sacrifices of the first fathers, found- 
ers of these missions, of the morals and civilization of this country, 
and that, according to the best historians, there were, at this epoch, 
no mission establishments which had the rapid, great and marked 
progress of those of California. And that to the efforts of that 
great man, Fray Junipero Serra, it is owing that Spain should not 
lose this country. [I translate literally this passage. — G. B. G.] 

In the historic registers of this diocese should be found the 
names of the fathers who founded the missions and those who 
succeeded them. I believe it will be well to mention them, in order 
that posterity may know them and venerate their services. 

A. F. C. 

Angeles, 9th April, 1889. [Antonio F. Coronel.] 

The corner-stone of the church of Our Lady of Angeles, on 
the plaza, was laid, with all solemnity, in the year 1818, and the 
work of construction commenced. The work in said church was 
completed in the year 1821. The father founder, who said the 
first mass, was called Joaquin Noe. The architect who superin- 
tended the work, was named Antonio Ramires ; he was the architect 
of various missions. 

A. F. C. 

Angeles, 11th April, 1889. [Antonio F. Coronel.] 

COMMENTARY 

Mr. Coronel is undoubtedly mistaken in the date he assigns to 
Alferez Jose Arguello's putting the settlers of Los Angeles in pos- 
session. Argiiello's commission from Governor Fages bears date 
14th August, 1786. He accepted the commission on the 4th Sep- 
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tember, 1786 — on the same day appointing Corporal Vicente Felix 
and Private Roque de Cota as legal witnesses. On the 18th Sep- 
tember, 1786, he reported that the task had been completed. 

In December, 1782, Alferez Jose Joaquin Moraga was com- 
missioned to put the settlers of San Jose formally in possession, 
though he did not act till May, 1783. Moraga had nothing to do 
with the founding of Los Angeles. 

The corners, not the sides, of the plaza were on the lines of 
the cardinal points. The public buildings were at the southwest 
corner, and probably the chapel also. There does not seem to be 
any good authority for the location of the plaza, as given by Mr. 
Coronel. 

By the end of 1784 the huts of the pueblo had been replaced 
by houses of adobe, the necessary public buildings had been erected, 
and the chapel had been begun. As to when it was finished, the 
records to which Mr. Bancroft had access are entirely silent; and 
I suggest that Bishop Mora be applied to for permission to examine 
the archives of the diocese. At the same time I doubt whether 
any additional information will be obtained. 

Mr. Coronel gives two dates for the construction of the actual 
church of Our Lady of Angeles — "between the years 1812 and 1815," 
and "in the year 1818." Documents prove that permission to erect 
a new chapel was obtained in 1811. The corner-stone was laid in 
August, 1814, by Father Luis Gily Taboada of San Gabriel. No 
further work appears to have been done, and in January, 1818, 
Governor Sola ordered the site to be changed. The walls of the 
chapel — it does not appear whether on the old site or the new — 
were raised to the arches of the windows before 1821. Down to 
the end of 1820 there was no chaplain, and the friars of San 
Gabriel always complained that they could not attend to both mission 
and pueblo. In the fall of 1821 the work on the chapel was sus- 
pended, and the building was not finished until 1822 or 1823. The 
church was dedicated 8th December, 1822. In 1830 Capt. Fitch 
furnished the bell, as a sort of penance. 

There is no record of a priest named Joaquin Noe. Probably 
Mr. Coronel refers to Father Joaquin Pascual Nuez, who was a 
missionary at San Gabriel from March, 1814, until his death there, 
26th December, 1821. 

An architect, or, more properly, a master builder, probably was 
employed in the construction of the church of Our Lady of Angeles ; 
but at the missions the fathers were sole directors of all work, and 
acted as architects. Joaquin Antonio Ramirez came to California 
before 1800; he was a carpenter; and probably the man employed 
at Los Angeles. 

Mr. Coronel came to California in 1834, at the age of 17. It 
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is probable that he heard from persons who had been present during 
the events of 1781 and 1786 the relation of what took place then. 
It is evident that the memories of these persons were not faithful 
in the matter of dates — as is quite common among unlettered persons 
of advanced age. But they would be very worthy of credence when 
they spoke of the ceremonies attending the founding of the pueblo. 
Therefore, this paper of Mr. Coronel's is valuable. I wish the docu- 
ment were of greater length. 

Geo. Butler Griffins. 
Angeles, 9th November, 1890. 



